
Presidentõs Message 

GATOR TALES 
T H E  O F F I C I A L  M O N T H L Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E   

P A L M  B E A C H  G A T O R  S N O W  S K I  C L U B  

Next General Membership Meeting:   
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊΦ мнǘƘ ŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ tŀƭƳ .ŜŀŎƘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō сΥолǇƳ {ƻŎƛŀƭ IƻǳǊ тΥол ǇƳ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ   

Next Board of Directors Meeting:  
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ млǘƘ ŀǘ 5ƻǳōƭŜ ¢ǊŜŜ IƻǘŜƭ ΣtŀƭƳ .ŜŀŎƘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ сΥол ǇƳ 

Hello Gators, 
 
 This has been a fabulous February Ski 
month. Lots of trips, lots of fun for the Gators. De-
fending our trophy in Telluride, our brave racers 
zipped down the Nastar track. We proudly took 

second place, defeated by a mere one second. 

 It was exhilarating and nerve-racking 
watching these talented skiers race to the finish 
line. We could only help them by cheering and 
keeping our fingers crossed for luck. Lacie Green-
wald took the medals for fastest female under 20 
and for the top overall female. Brett Greenwald 
received his medals for fastest in his age group and 
top overall male. Rich Ruvido proudly took second 
place for fastest male skier, please keep racing for 

the ñGatorsò. Thanks to all of you that raced. 

 These FSC (Florida Ski Council) trips are 
full of fun with extra dinners and parties. If you 
havenôt experienced an FSC trip, consider signing 
up next year. Thanks to Cheryl Barnes and Chris 
McArdle for their help in making this trip a perfect 

ski adventure.  

 Words canôt describe how wonderful the 
skiing was in Taos. Fresh powder before they ar-
rived and beautiful sunshine all week. Taos is such 
a quaint place and everyone is so friendly there. 
Because of their reasonable price on ski lessons 
Taos is the place to learn or get more advanced. 
Led by Patti Bochniak, everyone had fun and came 
home safe. We have pledged to return to this gor-

geous town. 

 Some Gators just repacked their suitcase, 
and then took off to Austria. Iôm sorry I missed this 
trip. Gator travelers bragged about the extra-large 
exquisite snowflakes, packed powder with sunshine 

skiing. They were impressed by these picturesque 
Alps along with the fabulous sight-seeing places. 
What more could you wish for? Described as a Win-
ter Wonderland in your Cinderella dreams. It was a 
dream come true for 42 Gators. Led by Bill Lobb 
and Lee Chitty ð they did a fabulous job. Thank 

you. 

 We had a fun filled February general 
meeting. We also celebrated Valentineôs day. Thank 
you to our social committee who decorated with big 
red hearts, heart plates and candies. Following the 
meeting, Valentines was topped off with scrump-

tiously delicious pasta, dancing and socializing. 

 Ray Collie led our next Ski trip to Winter 
Park. A delightful mountain to ski. Complementing 
all types of skiers. This was our 5 day ski trip (aka 
our budget trip, loved by most Gators). It was back 
to back with Vail, so some ambitious skiers caught 

the bus to Vail and met up with the Gators. 

 Please attend our Happy Hours every 
Friday to meet new Gators. Bring your friends and 
let them share our social Gator evenings. I know 
they will want to join and be a part of our friendly 

club.  

 I would love for all you Gators and your 
friends to come to our general meetings on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at North Palm Beach 
Country Club (951 U.S. 1, North Palm Beach, FL 
33408). Besides the fact we have a good time we 
also have a lot happening with new trips and adven-

tures being introduced.  

 I would like to meet all of you in person 

and get to know every Gator and your guests.  

 Thank you for being a ñPalm Beach Ga-

torò. It is ñyouò that makes our club a success. 

 Iôm honored to be your President. 

Evie Houston  

President 
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Your Club Needs Volunteers! 
Your Club Needs Volunteers! 

We are looking for volunteers in several categories to help our Club succeed: 

¶ Social and Special Activities Planning Committeeñ We need more members to help with 

our events and activities.  Please Contact Betty Williams at 561-389-8353.   

¶ Trip Leaders and Assistant  Trip LeadersñFor Ski Trips, contact Walter Marussich at 561-

768-6368 or gsscmem@comcast.net; for other trips, contact Connie Flow at  561-329-0122 or 

vpgatorconnie@yahoo.com.  

¶ Event LeadersñIf you are interested in leading one of our events, please contact Betty or Con-

nie.  

¶ Directorsñ If you are interested serving in the position of Event Coordinator Director, please 

contact your new officers.         

¶ Officer Assistants ñ Volunteers are needed to be assistants to the VP/Ski Trips, VP/Special Activ-

ities, VP/Socials and Treasurer. Must be members in good standing and comfortable with comput-

ers, with experience using e-mail, Excel and Word.  

Election Advisory 
If you would like to be a board member of the P. B. G. S. S. C. for the next year starting June 1st, our 

elections will be held in April.  The first round of nominations occurred at the February General Meet-

ing.  Candidates are listed below.  The second round will be held at the March General Meeting.   

 

Office       Candidate    Candidate   

President     Evie Houston    

V-P / Ski Trips   Abe Tessler    

V-P / Special Activities  Kathy Salata     Debbi Boyer Haselmire   

V-P / Socials    Terri Cosgrove    

Treasurer    Allicyn Winchester   

Secretary    Sharon Long    

Member at Large   Estela Basso    John Paglialungo   

 

We encourage you to run.  If you are interested, please come to the .March General Meeting.     

Membership Nears 500!!! 
The Palm Beach Gator Snow Ski Club is almost at 500 members!  We are continuing to 

grow and we appreciate your support.  Please encourage your friends to join.   
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Check us out 

on Facebook  

Create your 

own free 

Facebook 

account, then 

search for 

Gator Snow Ski 

Club.  You can 

join the group 

or just "like us".  

 

Join Us at Our Events 

Events Planning 

Committee: Meets the 

FIRST TUESDAY of each 

month FROM NOW ON 

Join Betty and Connie the FIRST 

Tuesday of each month at 7 PM 

at Duffyõs in Oak Brook Square 

in Palm Beach Gardens.   

 

Look for our Mascot 
at Happy Hour 
 

Look for our Gator sign and 

the alligator head full of candy, 

seen here at the December 

5th happy hour at the New 

Garden City Café in Palm 

Beach Gardens.       

Chris McArdle, Evie Hou-

ston, Betty Williams and 

Sharon Long hold up the 

Club banner at the happy 

hour at Carmineõs Ocean 

Grill on January 16th.            

G A T O R  T A L E S  

Volunteer for Club 
Activities 
Trip Leader Estela Basso sells 

the Heavenly Lake Tahoe ski 

trip at the General Meeting on 

January 8th.   
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Visit Our Website 
Take a tour of our new website. We 

hope you like it ! It features:  

Event Information : on ski trips and all 

social activities. 

Blogs: each of your Board Members can 

keep you up-to-date on the news from their area of responsibility. 

Event Registration:  register online and pay with credit card (or checks). 

Join/Renew: your membership online. 

Members Only Area*:  a password protected area with a searchable Directory 

and other content. 

Forums:  where members can discuss topics of interest with other members. 

Surveys: where members can vote on preferences. 

Customizable Member Profile:  You can add a head shot of yourself, and set 

your privacy settings (what information would you like to share and what to keep 

private). 

Photo Albums:  pictures taken at our events...are you there?  

*In order to access the Members Only area, your membership for the current 

fiscal year (June 1, 2014- May 31, 2015) must be current, or the system will not let 

you in. If you need to join or renew your membership, you can do so online. Your 

login is your e -mail.  Each member needs a unique e-mail. 

If you are logging in for the first time, click "Forgot Password" and a password will 

be e-mailed to you, from webmaster@gatorsnowskiclub.com. If you do not see the 

e-mail shortly, check your spam/junk folder.  

If you have joined/renewed recently via check, and you cannot log in, your check 

may be being processed. Otherwise, we may be missing your e-mail or there may 

be a typo in it. 

Please contact Estela Basso webmaster@gatorsnowskiclub .com for help.  
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Please review our world class website to learn more 
about these exciting trips and trip leaders. Please 
review our remaining super low prices for the trip 
listed below:  

Lake Tahoe / Heavenly, CA; 3/14/15 - 3/21/14: 
$1,699 ï Land packages ï Air price will increase.  

Lake Tahoe is the spotlight destination this month.  
Estela Basso is leading this trip.  This is our tradi-
tional spring break trip and it will be last opportunity 
to ski with the Gators this year.  We will be staying 
at the Forest Suites Resort, only 100 yards from the 
Heavenly gondola, right in the center of town. This 
trip features a hot breakfast daily, a welcome recep-
tion, happy hours every day and a club dinner.  You 
can also ski Northstar and Kirkwood with our lift tick-
ets.     

Please remember that we do not have professional 
trip leaders.  Our bylaws prohibit repeating the 
same trip leader two years in a row.  This was put in 
place to make sure that all of you who have a desire 
to lead are able to do so.  The downside is that all 
of you that have a desire to lead will have a steep 
learning curve when called upon to do so.  Some of 
you have not realized what an arduous task it is to 
lead a trip.  Please be understanding of and courte-
ous to your trip leaders. 

It is not a good idea for you to try to negotiate addi-
tional discounts on your own. Please help us main-
tain our reputation and goodwill with the industry 
vendors and reps so that we can continue to obtain 
excellent prices. Please be courteous and consider-
ate to your fellow travelers, trip leaders and resort 
personnel.  

For more information that is continuously updated, 
visit our Clubôs website at 
www.gatorsnowskiclub.com.  

I am looking forward to spending time with you on 
the ski trails.  

Walter Marussich 

VP Ski Trips,  

(561) 768-6368;  

gsscmem@comcast.net  
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DǊŜŜƴ /ƛǊŎƭŜǎΣ .ƭǳŜ {ǉǳŀǊŜǎΣ .ƭŀŎƪ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘǎ 

Dear Gators,  

We are now on our ski programôs final leg.  As you read 
this, the Vail trip is underway and the Winter Park trip 
should be returning. Weather permitting, of course. 

Inclement weather and its effect on travel is one of those 
acts of God that can have a serious, detrimental effect on 
ski plans.  It is a minor but ever present risk for all winter 
travelling.  It is one of the reasons the Palm Beach Gator 
Snow Ski Club encourages the purchase of travel insur-
ance for all of our sponsored trips. The Club is financially 
unable to cover any losses incurred due these acts of God, 

Our remaining trip, Lake Tahoe, is officially closed. This is 
our spring break trip occurring from March 14th to 21st.  

Again, keep in mind that our superbly priced trips rely on 
two principles: double occupancy and group travel.  That, 
unfortunately, translates into substantial cancellation penal-
ties a lot earlier than what are normally able to endure.  If 
you have medical emergencies, you have hopefully pur-
chased trip insurance. Even if we can find someone to re-
place you, we may still incur expenses which are beyond 
our control. These expenses will be passed on to you. 

Remember, we are not a travel agency.  The Club makes 
these ski trips available as a service to our members.  We 
search for the best values and try to use our numbers as a 
bargaining chip.  That means GROUP travel.  Group travel 
is not a concierge service; we get assigned a block of air 
seats, group lodging, etc.  The trip leader seldom has any 
control over your seat assignment, frequent traveler miles, 
and all the other services you would expect from a profes-
sional and costly travel agent.  It is up to you to make the 
necessary adjustments.  

Group Travel also involves an incredible amount of logis-
tics.  When you cancel your personal reservation to a hotel, 
that hotel is usually able to absorb your cancellation.  
When you cancel one of our trip spots, we are still commit-
ted for that spot, especially if you were supposed to share 
accommodations and your roommates are still on the trip.  
This is what is meant by double occupancy. 

Finally, group travel is a fraction of a percent of the air trav-
el industry.  Airlines do not show any commitment or loyalty 
to these travelers.  Our flights are frequently cancelled and 
we must seek alternative air carriers - often non-refundable 
air tickets like the ones we purchased for most trips this 
year.   

Ski Trips  From Your VP of Ski Trips, Walter Marussich 
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Palm Beach Gator Snow Ski Club  

2014 -2015 Ski Season  
 9ŀǊƭȅ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇΣ {ǘŜŀƳōƻŀǘΣ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΥ 5ŜŎΦ с-моΣ нлмп όϷмΣропύ 
 т ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎ {ƘŜǊŀǘƻƴ {ǘŜŀƳōƻŀǘ όоōǊκоōŀΣ нōǊκнōŀ ϧ IƻǘŜƭ wƻƻƳǎύΦ 
 р Řŀȅ ƭƛƊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ сǘƘ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ bƛƎƘǘ {ƪƛƛƴƎΗ  
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ CǘΦ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜκ 9ŀƎƭŜ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǇ  
 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ /ƭǳō 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛ 
 

 [ŀƪŜ [ƻǳƛǎŜ κ .ŀƴũΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ WŀƴΦ мл-мтΣ нлмр όϷмΣсррύ 
 о bƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ CŀƛǊƳƻƴǘ /ƘŀǘŜŀǳ [ŀƪŜ [ƻǳƛǎŜ κ п bƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ CŀƛǊƳƻƴǘ .ŀƴũ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ IƻǘŜƭ wƻƻƳǎ 
 р 5ŀȅ [ƛƊ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ .ŀƴũΣ [ŀƪŜ [ƻǳƛǎŜ ϧ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ CǘΦ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜ κ /ŀƭƎŀǊȅ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǇ 
 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ /ƭǳō 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛ 
 

 C{/ ¢ŜƭƭǳǊƛŘŜΣ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ - C{/ ¢ǊƛǇΥ WŀƴΦ нп-омΣ нлмр όϷмΣулрύ 
 т ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǊ /ǊŜŜƪ [ƻŘƎŜ нκоκп ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ ŎƻƴŘƻǎ  ǎƪƛ-ƛƴΣ ǎƪƛ-ƻǳǘ 
 р Řŀȅ ƭƛƊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ сǘƘ Řŀȅ 
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ t.L κ aƻƴǘǊƻǎŜ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǇ 
 {ƪƛ ǊŀŎŜǎΣ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tŀǊǝŜǎΣ C{/ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΣ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛ 
 

 ¢ŀƻǎΣ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΥ WŀƴΦ ом-CŜōΦ тΣ нлмр όϷмΣртрύ 
 т bƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ {ƴŀƪŜŘŀƴŎŜ Lƴƴ όнōǊκнōŀ /ƻƴŘƻǎύ 
 р Řŀȅ ƭƛƊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇǝƻƴŀƭ сǘƘ ŘŀȅΣ 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ά[ŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ {ƪƛ ²ŜŜƪέ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ϷмолΦ  
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ CǘΦ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜκ !ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǇ  - ƴƻ ōŀƎƎŀƎŜ ŦŜŜǎ 
 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛ 
 

 ½Ŝƭƭ ŀƳ {ŜŜΣ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΥ CŜōΦ с-мрΣ нлмр όϷмΣуллύ 
 м bƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ {ŀƭȊōǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ т bƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ½Ŝƭƭ ŀƳ {ŜŜ όIƻǘŜƭ wƻƻƳǎύ 
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŀƳƛ ǘƻ {ŀƭȊōǳǊƎ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ 
 [ƛƊ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘ 9ȄǘǊŀ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ Ϸолл 
 5ƛƴƴŜǊ tŀǊǘȅΣ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ϧ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 5ŀƛƭȅ ƛƴ IƻǘŜƭ 
 

²ƛƴǘŜǊ tŀǊƪΣ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΥ CŜōΦ но-нуΣ нлмр όϷффлύ 
 р bƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ {ǘǳŘƛƻǎ 
 п Řŀȅ ƭƛƊ ǝŎƪŜǘΗ  
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ CǘΦ [ŀǳŘŜǊŘŀƭŜκ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƻ wŜǎƻǊǘ- ƴƻ ōŀƎƎŀƎŜ ŦŜŜǎ 
 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ /ƭǳō 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛ 
 

±ŀƛƭΣ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΥ CŜōΦ ну-aŀǊΦ тΣ нлмр όϷмΣффрύ 
 т bƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎ [ŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ²Ŝǎǘ όоōǊκоōŀ /ƻƴŘƻǎύ 
 р 5ŀȅ [ƛƊ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ±ŀƛƭΣ .ŜŀǾŜǊ /ǊŜŜƪΣ .ǊŜŎƪŜƴǊƛŘƎŜ ϧ YŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ 
 wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ t.L κ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǇ 
 tƭŀƴ ŀ 5ŀȅ ǘƻ .ŜŀǾŜǊ ¢ǊƛǇ ƛŦ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ  
 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ /ƭǳō 5ƛƴƴŜǊΣ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛ 
  

[ŀƪŜ ¢ŀƘƻŜΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ - {ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀƪΥ aŀǊΦ мп--нмΣ нлмр όϷмΣсффύ  
т bƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ǳƛǘŜǎ wŜǎƻǊǘǎ όнōǊκнōŀ /ƻƴŘƻǎύ  
р 5ŀȅ [ƛƊ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅΣ bƻǊǘƘǿƻƻŘ ϧ YƛǊƪǿƻƻŘ 
wƻǳƴŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ƛǊ t.L κ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻ ϧ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ 
5ŀƛƭȅ Iƻǘ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴΣ ²ƛƴŜ ϧ /ƘŜŜǎŜ II ό5ŀƛƭȅ aƻƴ---CǊƛύ  
/ƭǳō 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ϧ !ǇǊŝǎ {ƪƛΦ  
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Fun was had by all on the FSC trip to Telluride, CO January 24-31 . Bear Creek Lodge was great and of-

fered two hot tubs & a heated pool outside to enjoy nightly.  The experience was enhanced by the Lodge 

provision of terry robes to all.  Some took advantage of the indoor gym, additional hot tub, sauna and 

steam room to soothe our muscles.  We all had a great experience with Black Tie Ski Rentals.  They came 

right to the Lodge to fit us while Tom Osborne provided us with wine and beer to enjoy the experience.  

Ski in Ski out was enjoyed by riding the funicular: a tram holding six skiers, that took us right to the slopes. 

The Monday night FSC event was enjoyed by all and we ate and danced and the Gators upheld their rep-

utation and closed the place down. I got a great shirt at the silent charity auction as well. 

On Monday, Brett and Lacie gave us a clinic so we would be sharp for the race.  

On Tuesday, we took second place by one second !!  Then afterwards, we had lunch and a group picture 

was taken. 

On Wednesday, the Bear Creek Lodge gave us a wonderful wine and cheese reception.  

On Thursday we had a great dress up event and gold rush was the theme.  There were lots of creative 

costumes.  Again we ate, we danced and closed the place down. 

On Friday, we had our group dinner at Rustico, a great  Ristorante in Downtown Telluride.  We had fun 

riding the Gondolas all over and the shuttle from the Lodge was wonderful as well.  We enjoyed a great 

week of skiing in the 40s with nicely groomed snow. 

The ending was perfect as two of our new members Fran Gambino and Doug opened their lovely home 

for a pot luck, Chillie Station, Birthday celebration for Fran.  We all had a fun eating, drinking, sharing pic-

tures and story telling evening. 

Cheryl Barnes, TRIP LEADER 

 

Telluride ñ FSC Ski Trip Recap 

[ŀŎƛŜ DǊŜŜƴǿŀƭŘΣ .ǊŜǧ DǊŜŜƴǿŀƭŘ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘ wǳǾƛŘƻ 
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In writing this article, itôs truly impossible to put into words how spectacular the ski trip to Taos was, but Iôll tryé 

First of all, the Gators on the trip were 21 of the BEST any trip leader could hope for, so THANK YOU to all - it truly was the trip of a lifetime.    

We flew into a winter storm that produced 15ò of fresh powder and a pretty scary drive up the mountain. The first thing that impressed the group were the 

friendly drivers from the Snakedance, Joey and Mike, who picked us up from the airport and provided us with sandwiches, chips and waters for the 3 

hour ride precarious drive to Taos. Upon arrival @ the Snakedance, we were greeted by Meg, who provided us all with cozy fleece vests and a lovely 

wine & cheese reception.  

Our entire week on the slopes was 32 degrees, bluebird skies and perfect snow. At times it seemed like we had the whole mountain to ourselves. It had 

the feel of a quaint European ski town. It was absolutely beautiful and HIGH (12,450ô @ the Kachina Peak). Every lift up, with the exception of the new 

Kachina chair, had a green, blue and black run down, so there were plenty of options for every ski ability. Most of us took advantage of the learn to ski 

week for $130.00. We met at the Whistlestop Café @ the #2 quad chair, and broke off into our own groups for 2 hours of lessons all 6 days. We were 

introduced to the Martini Tree on our 6th day. The story of the Martini Tree goes like this: Ernie Blake (founder of Taos Ski Valley) had a lady student on 

the mountain and she froze ï couldnôt go down the slope. He asked ski patrol to mix up a pitcher of martinis and bring them up to his student. She drank 

the martinis and after that, she ñskied like an Angelò.   

Off the slopes, we had a Super Bowl party, saw sunset @ the Rio Grande Gorge Bridge and @ the same time saw the full ñsnow moonò rise over the 

Sangre de Cristo Mountain Range. I felt like I was on a movie set. After sunset, we were treated to dinner @ Rogerôs Marianiôs Hacienda (manager of 

the Snakedance). He and his wife prepared a fabulous dinner for the group. Rogerôs dad poured wine, and Roger mixed up a mean margarita in what 

seemed like a bottomless ñmargarita tubeò. Upon arrival back at the Snakedance, the party continued in Condo 216. Some of us even found good use 

for scrap cardboard and the snowy hill at the bottom of Chair #1 ï Alôs run 

Other fun ñoff mountainò activities included a day trip to the Town of Taos, Dinner @ The Bavarian and Apr¯s Ski @ The Snakedanceôs own Hondo 

Restaurant. We ended the week with yet one more condo party to finish up the leftover wine, beer & food, and to do one more run on Alôs run ï with 

serving trays! 

Iôm still on a Rocky Mountain High, 20 days later, and not sure when Iôll come down. We WILL be back to Taos.  

Patti Bochniak, Trip Leader 

 

 

Taos Ski Valley ñ Ski Trip Recap 

DǊƻǳǇ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ƳŜŜǘ Ϫ 
²ƘƛǎǘƭŜǎǘƻǇ /ŀŦŞ  
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Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊƛǇΦ  Lǘ ǎƴƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ н ŘŀȅǎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ 

ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǝƳŜΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜ ǎƪƛƛƴƎΦ  hƴ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƭƻǾŜŘΦ  CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΦ  {ŀƭȊōǳǊƎ ǿŀǎ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ōƛƎ ŎŀǎǘƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƭƛũ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎǉǳŜ ōǳƛƭŘπ

ƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ-ƳƛƭŜ ǿŀƭƪǿŀȅΦ   

.ƛƭƭ [ƻōōΣ ¢ǊƛǇ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 

Zell am See ñ Ski Trip Recap 
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Vail, Colorado ð Ski Trip 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ну ǘƻ aŀǊŎƘ лтΣ нлмр 

пс ǎƪƛŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ±ŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 

ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŀŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭΦ 

¢ǊƛǇ [ŜŀŘŜǊ YŀǘƘȅ {ŀƭŀǘŀ όрсмύ опс-упсм ƻǊ
όƪŀǘƘȅƳǎŀƭŀǘŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳύΦ 

are going to have a blast! 

On top of that, the Nevada casinos are a short 5 minute 
walk from our hotel, with their endless opportunities for 

entertainment and fine dining at super low prices. 

St Patrickôs day will be celebrated while we are there, so 

make sure to pack something fun and green! 

We have currently 2 spots open for the Standard Package, 
in a 2b/2ba condo, that include air, for $1699 (they may be 
gone at the time of publication), and several Ground Pack-
ages for only $1015 per person. There is air available for 
$781 that will allow you to catch up with the group in Sacra-
mento and ride the bus to Lake Tahoe (and you will return 
with the group all the way) so if you are interested, contact 
our Tour Operator, Mike Agnew, very shortly at 
mike.agnew@sportsamerica.com. Deadlines to sign up are 
coming up fast!  Please contact me (trip leader  Estela Bas-
so) with any questions.at (561) 214.1603 or                                  

webmaster@gatorsnowskiclub.com.   

 

March 14-21, 2015ðSpring Break 

There's special, and then there's a whole different category of 
special - reserved exclusively for Lake Tahoe. The view of the 
lake from the top of the Heavenly gondola is simply spectacular- 
perhaps the most awesome view from a ski area summit any-
where. From here the Lake looks like a brilliant blue sapphire, 
encased in a rugged ring of snowy granite. This is worth the trip 

by itself. But there is so much more! 

Heavenly mountain has varied terrain, with 97 trails ranging from 
wide-open cruisers to plunging 1,600 foot chutes. It boasts 4,800 
skiable acres and 3,500 vertical feet. There are 3 terrain parks 
and no shortage of backcountry terrain. Enjoy the convenience of 
29 chairlift around the mountain, including nine high-speed lifts. 
Lift tickets are good also at Northstar and Kirkwood. Another plus: 
Heavenly offers deep discounts for lift tickets for children and for 

seniors. 

We will be staying at the Forest Suites Resort, 100 yards from the 
Heavenly gondola, right on the center of town. Hot breakfast dai-
ly, welcome reception, happy hours every day, club dinneréwe 

Heavenly Lake Tahoe, CA - Ski Trip 

mailto:kathymsalata@gmail.com
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